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INTRODUCTION

Dear Educator,

Thank you for reserving a Historic Site Visit program (HSVP) at the Historical Museum of Southern Florida
(HMSF). We look forward to working with you and your students.

The HSVP is a very exciting program, through which your students will have the opportunity to explore and
discover, firsthand, the treasures of the Historical Museum of Southern Florida and the historic sites we partner
with.

These programs incorporate standards that address skills tested on the FCAT:

Cape Florida Lighthouse

Miccosukee Indian Village

Matheson Hammock Park and Marina

The Barnacle house

Lummus Park (Fort Dallas, The Miami River, Lummus Park and Wagner Home)
Virginia Key Beach

Miami-Dade County Courthouse in Downtown Miami

The purpose of the HSVP is to help students:

Learn what a historical museum is and its role in preserving and presenting historical evidence.
Expand their knowledge of our regional and national history.

Experience Miami’s rich multicultural history of the past 10,000 years.

Involve the students in the process of documenting their own past.

Completion of the History Mysteries program, pre-visit and post-visit activities satisfy the following Sunshine
State Standards:

SS.A.1.3.2, SS.A.6.3.1, SS.A.6.3.2, SS.A.6.3.3, SS.A.6.3.4, SS.A.6.3.5, SS.C.2.3.2, SS.C.2.3.7,
LA.A.1.3.3, LA.A.2.3.2, LA.A.2.3.6, LA.A.2.3.8, LA.B.2.3.1, LA.C.1.3.1. LA.C.1.3.4, LA.C.2.3.1,
LA.C.3.3.3

Enclosed, you will find packets for your use with your students. The teacher booklet contains pre-visit and
post-visit activities, as well as a list of suggested resources. This booklet is designed to introduce the
museum to your students before their museum program and to reinforce and supplement concepts after their
visit.

Sincerely,

The HMSF Education Team



MUSEUM TOUR GUIDELINES

Museum Tour Guidelines

We look forward to your visit with the Historical
Museum (HMSF). Below are important points of
information to help us coordinate a successful
experience for you and your students.

RESERVATIONS - All programs must be scheduled
in advance.

TOUR TIME - 10 am to 12 pm (3 day HSVP); 9:30 am
to 1 pm (1 day HSVP) - On time arrival is imperative.
Your tour maybe be shortened according to the
amount of time you are late.

BUS LOADING - The driver should bring your class
to the south side of 101 W. Flagler Street, to unload.
Proceed up the staircase or ramp to the plaza. Our
building is located on the north side of the plaza.

MEET US ON THE PLAZA - The Museum Educator
will meet you at 10 a.m. on the plaza at our
entrance. Look for us under the three arches.

MEET US AT THE SITE - The Museum Educator will
greet you at the main entrance of the Historic Site.
Time will be determined by type of HSVP you
choose.

DISCIPLINE - Student’s disciplining must be
handled by a teacher and/or chaperones. Cell
phones must be turned off or put on vibrate during
the program. Please refrain from using your phone.

FACILITIES - Restroom facilities are located in the
museum. Students should use them after their tour,
if possible.

FACILITIES FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES-
Teachers should notify the museum in advance if
accessibility needs are required. The staff will be on
hand to assist you accordingly.

LUNCH - Please bring your lunch to enjoy, just
remember to dispose of all trash so the plaza or the
site will be clean for the next visitors.

GO GREEN!

Use a projector and computer to show
images and assignments to your

students OR print this booklet on both
sides of a sheet of paper!

GENERAL PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

General Program Description:

The agenda will consist of three components. First,
the students will visit the Historical Museum of
Southern Florida and be given a tour of locations
within that pertain to the subject matter and theme
chosen. They will then experience, with a qualified
Museum Educator, a significant historical site in
South Florida. Last, they will create imaginative and
instructive artwork, pertaining to their previous edu-
cational experience with the program.

Project Description:

Visit #1- Tropical Dreams Gallery Walk & Data
Collecting:

The students, with the help of an experienced
guide, will be led through a predetermined section
of the Tropical Dreams galleries. The focus during
this part of the program will be the remote physical
environment of the Biscayne region during the 19th
and early 20th centuries. Along with observing the
harsh conditions endured by the settlers, they will
see a slide show presentation of the famous early
photographer, Commodore Ralph Munroe. They will
also do an analytical evaluation of a large blow-up
of Munroe’s group portrait of Coconut Grove early
settlers for clues about their lives and mores.
Included will be a short play on the resourcefulness
of local homesteaders in the 1860s.

Visit #2- Lummus Park (Wagner House, Fort Dallas,
Miami River and the Park):

Armed with notebooks and cameras, the students
will visit the grounds. The visit will include a tour of
the the Wagner Homestead and the reconstructed
Fort Dallas Barracks. The first part of the outing will
be a short walk to Lummus Park and a discussion
at the park with a focus on the remote physical
environment of the region during the mid-1800s.
Shown will be the ways pioneers survived off the
land - i.e. hunting, fishing, raising crops and using
plants medicinally. Next, the students will visit the
Wagner Plantation House. Here, students will gain
an understanding of the way of life that character-
ized this time period in South Florida. The group will
then tour the Fort Dallas barracks, focusing on the
Seminole Wars, slavery and the fort’s use as slave
quarters, and its eventual function as Julia Tuttle’s
home.

Visit #3-Book Making:

Students will put together a book about their visit to
HMSF and Lummus Park utilizing their
pictures, notes and drawings.



QUESTIONS TO ASK STUDENTS

What is a Museum?

Soon, you will be going on a learning expedition to the Historical Museum of Southern Florida and an historic
site in our community. A museum is a place where a collection of objects is kept and displayed in exhibits.

Do you collect anything?

Why do you like to collect these things?

Have you ever been to a museum?

Have you ever seen things you collect at a museum?
Or have you been inspired to collect something you saw at a museum?

List 3 things you know about the history of South Florida:

A historical museum is a place where objects from the past are collected, cared for and exhibited, so you can
explore and learn from them. At the Historical Museum of Southern Florida, you can investigate objects from
more than 10,000 years of South Florida and Caribbean history.

At the museum, our collection is made up of: artifacts, documents, fossils and replicas.

An ARTIFACT is anything made or used by humans. A canoe made by a Seminole crafter is an artifact.

A DOCUMENT is something that is written or printed. A photograph is a document, as is a book.

A FOSSIL is the remains from an organism from a past geological age, such as bones or a leaf imprint.

A REPLICA is an exact copy of something. Sometimes, people who work in a museum use a replica when the
original artifact is too fragile for visitors to touch or hold.

LOOK AROUND YOUR CLASSROOM

What is real?

What is a replica?




LUMMUS PARK

There are two Lummus Parks in Miami-Dade County,
Florida: One is located in Miami Beach, but the one
described in this text is in the City of Miami, on the
Miami River, and was built in 1909. It was a conven-
tional, inner-city open space and recreation park, and
was the favorite winter playground for many years of
French Canadian tourists, who would displace the
local area park users for the winter months. It is
roughly bounded by Northwest Second Street,
Northwest Third Court, Northwest Fourth Street and
Northwest North River Drive. On October 25, 2006, it
q was added to the U.S. National Register of Historic
Place ».

_ﬂ‘. THE WAGN—ER HOUSE Today, Lummus Park is home to the Wagner

Homestead, the oldest home in Miami-Dade County,
once home to the Wagner family. William Wagner
I.-' came to Miami in 1855 to open a store. He built the
house in 1858, alongside a small creek tributary of
the Miami River, today’s Wagner Creek. After
Wagner’s death in 1901, the property was sold to a
real estate developer. In the 1970’s, it was moved to
Lummus Park to allow for the construction of the
Metrorail system.

The park is also home to Fort Dallas/William English

Slave Quarters. Fort Dallas was established on the

Miami River around 1836 to help with the ongoing

unrest of the Seminole Indians. It was named after

Commodore Alexander James Dallas of the U.S.

Navy. In 1848, the property was acquired by William

English, who came from South Carolina with a num-

FORT DALLAS BARRACKS ber of slaves to plant limes and lemons. English

began construction of two coral rock buildings, one a

house for his family, the other for slaves’ living quar-

ters, but left for California a year later. The site was reoccupied by the Army in 1855; the Army completed the build-
ings left by English. The Army departed again in 1858, after which the property had several owners, until it was
acquired by Julia Tuttle in 1890. Julia Tuttle is well known as the person who encouraged Henry Flagler to extend his
railroad to Miami. The “barracks,” as they are called, remained as the only remnant of the fort. In 1924, the stone
building was moved to Lummus Park to allow for the construction of an apartment building.




The Pioneer House, Historical Museum of Southern Florida.

MUSEUM CONNECTION:
THE PIONEER HOUSE

Before you embark on this wonderful experience with your students, either project or print out
the photo of our Pioneer House replica.The house is representative of houses that
Homesteaders lived in. People moved to Florida and out west because of the Homestead Act
of 1862. In the Homestead Act, the government decided to give away 160 acres of free land
to the west and in Florida; all you had to do was come down here, live here for 5 years and
make improvements to the land.

Pioneer House Part 1: Pre-Visit
Show students the lens and ask them to imagine having to move their entire family down

south, clear land that at times was tropical, and the closest person was 160 acres away. Ask
students to jot down 5 ideas.

Pioneer House Part 2: Post-Visit

Flash the photo again and ask students to write about the many tools and inventions
Homesteaders used. OR

Ask students to write a persuasive essay on why or why not to come to South Florida as a
Homesteader.

GO GREEN!

Use a projector and computer to show images and assignments to your
students OR print this booklet on both sides of a sheet of paper!










ABOUT THE HISTORICAL MUSEUM OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA

The Historical Museum of Southern Florida (HMSF) tells the stories of South Florida and the Caribbean. The
museum promotes understanding of the past in order to inform the present and create a better quality of life.
HMSF hosts a permanent exhibition gallery and a special gallery with several changing exhibitions each year.
In addition, the museum houses a first-class Research Center which includes a non-circulating library,
archival collection, and museum store that offers a unique array of Florida-themed books and gifts.

EDUCATION PROGRAMS

All programs are correlated to state educational standards, focusing on the content standards assessed through

the Florida Comprehensive Assessment Test (FCAT). The programs also address curriculum areas beyond social

studies, including language arts, mathematics and science (where applicable). Group educational programs are 2
hours long and include a tour of the permanent gallery and a personalized program.

PROGRAM SPONSORS
Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs and The Children’s Trust.

www.twitter.com/hmsf Page: Historical Museum of Southern Florida www.soflahistory.blogspot.com

Your Story, Your Communirty... Your Museum

. !‘_ HistoricaL museuM 3053751492 www.hmsf.org
g OF SOUTHERN FLORIDA 101 West Flagler Street  Downtown Miami




